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THIRD ENDORSEMEllT on NAF ~!OtlTEREY AAR 2· 58 conotrn1.ng sP.B. , 
!M~o. 39908 accident occurring 18 5eptel1lbl'lr 1953', Pilot MuRRAY 

Fra~~: CO!Qllander , Naval Air Bases , Tvelt'th Naval Dietr1ct 
To: Ch:i.P.f of t'aval Ooerations 
Via: COI'IIllander, U, S . Naval Aviation Se.f'ot.y Center 

Subj: ~;Af, Mon~rey AAR 2-58 ; forwarding of 

1. rnrw~rded concurrir.g ir. thP findings of the aircraft accident 
boar~. 

Copy ~:-o: 
t:AVA\rsJllo-,;oGEN (2 Aimail) 
EDAER (1)· (Dir~ct) 
SUPT, USNSPG SCHOOL 
.CO t!AF Mort'ERJ!:Y 

A . .J:..L.· ,H 
B. t: M~OD 
Chi~.f of Staff 
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SPECIAL HANDLING REQumED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
PARAGRAPH 65, OPNA V OOTRUCTIO!'f 375Q, 6C b 

SECOND ENDOBSEMENT on NAF, Monterey M R 2-58 concerning SNB- 5, 
BuNo. 39908 IUlcident occurring 18 Bepte!Dber 1958, Pilot M1JRBA Y 

From: Superintendent, U. 6 . Naval Postgraduate School , Monterey, Califol'111a 
To: Chief of Naval Opero.tioDS · 

Via: (1) Conunander, Naval Air Bases, Twelfth Naval District 
(2) Commander, U. S. Naval Aviation Safety Center 

Subj: NAF, Monterey AAR 2-58 

1. Forwa.rdoo, concurring in tho findings of tho airQraft accident board. 
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.. 11. 1 
A25 
15 Cktober 

SP.F.C IAL IL\NULING ~~ I !tED IN ACCO!tDAM:I! Win! 
PAUAr.RAPil nS, OP~.V l!'.S1'ROCTlON 3"7S0. 6C 

• ~ 
1958 

HltST £SOORSE.'IE!'r'T on NAF, Monterey MR 2-58 concerning SNB-5·, BuNo.- 39908 
accident occu"rrint; 18 September 1951!, Pilo-t MIJMAY 

Frol'll: 
TJ : 
\'La: 

Conmandiog Officer, Naval Air F&cility, Monterey , California 
Chl ef of Na. val Opera tiona 
(l) Superintemlent, U. S . Naval Po:>tgraduate School , Monterey , Caiifornio. 
(2) Commandt>r, Nava.J. Air Bases, Tloelfth Naval District 
(3) Co~der, U. S~ Naval Avia t ion Safety Center 

Sll>j : Ni\1' , ~1onterey AA1l. 2-58 

1. Forwarded , concurring i n the findings of the Aircraft Accident Board. 

2. Reindoctrination of all tower personnel is currently ln process . 

3 , A Board of Investigation was convened on this atation as the 
or SUbJCCt accident and the Report of the Board of Investigation 
.tonarded by this comMand on 9 , October 1958 . 

Copy to: 
NAVAVNSAFECllN (2 Aintail) 
BUAl!R 
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PART 'v THE A.CCIDENT 

At l314T 18 September 1958 LT Btll!Rt.Y listed a~~· pilot, LT SHIMER as 
ce-pllot, and SIMPSON .hC2 as observer took off from NhF MONTIREr 1.n SNB-5 
Bureau IJumber 39908 on a three hour local. fii8ht.. LT MIJRRJ;Y was echedulod 
to give an instrument check to LT SRI.l1lm and hnd. indicated he would prolr­
ably stress basic airwork on this flight, completing the airways ~rt.ion 
on a sucond !light, 

The tO'tler requested that Navy 39908 make radio checks. on 3023.5KC in 
order to flig..'lt test tower' 9 receiv~, 'Navy 39~ called in over Hollis­
ter at 1338T on 142.74MC, reporting that he had been calling on 3023.5KC 
with negative results. .\t. l358T the tower reccivocl a garbled trnn~ssion 
from 39908 which was understood as a position report over Santa Cruz. 
The tower rccei ved no futhcr ealls from Navy 39908 • 

Jot appro~tol.J' 1440 t.hb tower received a cell from a Coa~tt Cuard UF 
pilot reporting the sighting of dye marker in l~nterey Bay between . PT 
PINOO "l1d Davenport, Mter several pnsses by the Coast Gue.rd~craft 
its pilot reported that there was no life raft or personnel t e water 
and that the objcct.3 were bolieved to be a ship's training dcv e , The 
Coast Guard aircrclt then doJ11rted for its home station at San' anciseo. 

SNB-5 BuNo 39908 wna due to lc.nd at a pprox:illlately 1614T t.nd was rc~rt­
c.d overdue to the Operationo Duty Officer at 1755T. A soarch was launcbod 
at l830T with nc.gativc r&sulte. Tho f olloirl.ng dny Friday 19 Sept.embcr 
1958, at approximately 1.44ST, pilot and prC'of of tho station hcllcopt.cr 
HU P-2 sighted debris 259° J.l approximately J miles frCAll PT PlliOO •. Boa1;e 
were launched from tho Honter<..y Coaet Quard LUobOl'.t Station a.nd ,r .. covered 
two orange seat cushions, an I.\~Cr4!t w&i.Sht am bal.llnec book tor "SNB-5 
Se;rial No . 39908 11 , e.nd a piece of balsa wood docking. Subaeq\.tcnt beach 
scarcj parties picked up a third stilt cu"hion, ~ny pi(:cea of biller wod 
decking, t.wo solar stills, and dye marker , 
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PART VI DAl~GE TO AIRCR./,Fl' 

The ain:ra!~ S\lo~ain~ ltrike chu:~ags with a.ll major canponent1 bdna 
lost at sea. 

1. The balsa wo9(1 decking was shattered into many anall pieces 1.ncl1cat­
ing high impact !orees. 

2. The seat cushions were ripped . 

0 
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PA.~T 'Jil THE nNES'l'I GATIO!l 

1 . The pr e- flight investigation roVo!'~erl the following: 

a . LT xURRAY wns properly clanrod by the autht~rizcd clc aro.nce 
or:·icer to f'l.y SNB-5 EUNO 39908 in the !IAF Monterey local !lying area 
for 'l period of three (3) hours, with no deViation from noi'llll'll. !light 
proc~duros ~uthori~ed . 

b . LT SHD-!ER w:re scheduled to receive an instrument check from 
LT MJRRAY , 

c . SD.PSON, AC2 w:rs Msignccl as nn observer for 1ook~t purposes . 

cl . LT r-t:ru:u.y had indic~ed e -:u-lier that he planned to conoe.otr7e 
on b"'sic :Unlork dUrlng this flight, n :quirillg o sceQnd period to f h 
tho. ~irw')ys porti~n of the c.hGck. · . 

c . P:.st rMinton~nce history on 39906 showecl no JV'Cent poworplaut 
~iscrepencies, ~n no ~irframe d1scrcpeno1es related to atruotur~l 
st~cngth m~mbcrs; this wos re~ffirmod by interrogating pilots who had 
flaYn the ~ircrAft just prior to this flight, j . 

2. The in-flight im:esti gation r eveuecl the following : 

" . LT 1-t:RRAY and LT SHIMER took-off "'t 1314T 18 September 1958 
in SNB-5 Rl NO 39908. 

b. N~vy 39908 was asked by Monterey Tower to make r adio checks 
or J023. SY.C . 

c . At 13381' N~vy 39908 roportocl over Hollister on l42 . 74M:l 
indicating negative r esu1te on 3023 . )KC . 

d . At 1358! the tower received !\ gP.rbled cnll .fr om NaVy 9908 
~tich w~s interpr et ed as ~ position report over Santa Cruz. 

a . No furthor position reports wero recoivod by tho tPWar or any 
communic~ticn station. · 

C • Apparently no .fi11hing boats wc.ro in tho western portion or 
Montoroy Bay. The wAter in Montorey Bey area was so choppy ani 
a,gravated by moPerate swells that t he !ishing b<>ats stayed in por,t 
that afternoon. 

g . Visibility w:as not aultioiantl.y ~obtl f or ~tn ..,i.J'or11.rt in . 
distress or l.a~ing 10 miles nut in tho bay t o be suon f'rorA shore ·~ 

3, The post.-tlle)lt invc sti{;ction rovenlcd th.:. !'ollowlni e 

a. . At abcJut l.440T pUots ot n Co~at Gu3rti UF llJNO 2124 on a 
!00liarz9t1e>n night betwuen Srn FroJ'ICi.lseo nrrl PI' PiDoe ei.ghted dye 
!ll.lrkor in Monterey B~ty 3t awroxillate}t 3&-L4N, 122-o?W. 



• • 
b. co~~t eu~rj 2l2h n~tifio~ ML ntoroy t~ar ~nrl procceoed t o 

invoet ivnt< • 

c , Th ... pilvt not er1 a r oon"' y.:.U <w objoct which ,,_,,;ne~ to bo l oald.ng 
clyc marker . Scv ... r !ll othor y ll w nbj e cts w~rc sie}lt ed which SOJIT\e~ t o be 
i n -. po.~ttcrn . 

,; • /.ft•.:r 'l thor,:ur;n chock of thll 1\l'Ca t he Co~~t OunrCI pil ot roportorl 
th:1t. thur• w-·s "' l ifo r aft or porso!lll.:Jl in t ho wt~tat .'> ncl t he pat tern 

,,.r r1 tc b. • ship 's trainin;; ric vice or marke r . 

v . Thr t rwer por sPnnel f~1lc~ to pass the r epor t In to t he or~rnticne 

Officur. 

r. ThE' t w~r prrsrnn•>l f:lilcll to n·ti fy the Opnr ations lAtty Qfl'icor 
' th<- -v r-'uo :1ircr aft until 1755T. · ( J 

g . Erlstil'\' i nstructions r cqui n. initial action on clve r<Jue ~ora.!t 
.t,on 30 minutes ovwrfue or et 16h4T in t his c~so . · 

h . The first sonrch wrrs launche<1 et nppr oxi.Piatoly l 830T rut WAS all 
OTurlrN' •nrl ~lnnr establish~ airwnys And was flown mos t ly a!tor nar k . 
This w:~s r'ur "tt" a U1ck of in~ic:ttion, at t.iJTJO of th~:; lAunch, . tlv\t t-oo nir• 

• cr~ fl. w ... ~ ,rob.-.bly l o&t -.t s..;a . • 
• 

:i:. Th<- sonr ch c"nti rnod on 1.9 Se~tember 1.958 with intonsi ve ~Cl"'<<ator 
.,. ,;. 11 ~, ovurL-.~ soii.Tch. SMt cushions w r o sightc.cl in the cpan soa, 
~t ,;-~·rr,JdJnately 14h8T 

1 
bear ing 259 'o&N~'S magnetic t hreu 11lilos from PT . 

Pi,'" . . 

j . . Two s&at eUshions, t ho we1Fht and bol a nee book f er usNB- 5 ·S&rial 
3990811 :m 1 n pi (Jce of balsa wooo ~ocld..ng were picked up by n corust gu1n·tl 
b :-t .urior t he direction of t he station hellcoptor, in t he obovome'ntioaod 
:lcoccti<>n, nt about l.~ 1 19 Sept bl'ilOOr . (El£LOSURE 3). f • 

. , !il.c .s e11 ..,as t v' choppy t o make .furthei' s ear ch by 8lMll boa t 
rr ... ~ct" . 

l . No other rlcbrls was l ocatec' unt il MC"nday 22 Sapt ember 19$8 whon 
a t hir·1 seat cushion w.1s pi cked up f r om t he beach at Pl' . Pinos . F\lrtber 
so<1reh by walldn" par ties Mt-:;orl 11\any pi eces o! bala~ wood t1ockinc in tho 
sama rer.eral ar~a . 

m.. Wa~ searches ~rinr the week colleetod a o<-nai dar able at'IO\lnt o! 
<lee!d.na, t wo s olar :;ti lls 1 a.nr n rtye marlt9r. I• lar~e f\lll<Jilnt. of the ..-ebrle 
11as oollcct.et\ bet woen t he. Fl' . Or<\ ~:~n(;Or ar ea 11rxl t he Se.llnls river. 
(F.~LOS.IRE 3) 

. J 

J... Invostie;ation into the lluman ! actc>ra revealed t ho .foll~t-

a . t T !i1BRA7 was wall qunlili•~ 
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c. He prir'er' himscli en his kn .-~J..,r'~e arr 'lCtions in emergency 

s! tn ~ti ns . 

r' , His flyin.,. hebit:s m;:,·'o hirl rof")lar in his position ro~orts . 

e . Discussi• ns with LT MORRAY in the past in~icaten that ho WAS a 
'r~r:.l tho rcu 1~h instrument check j,ilrt, 

f. LT SHii-IER w;os cc nsil"or cc> t be a very compet ent pilot, 

t; , Hv hnr1 r. nl.y '1 li111it~ nmount of flight. tiMe in tho SNB • 

.I 

SPEGrAL. HANDl.JNG · REQIDRFD 
• Af'l',qRO~Clt..l\l-111 PART \'11 ()PN,\VIN~, llMiltiB 

a. 



• · SPECTAL HA 1Dl. G TW.QtTJRJtD 
1'-: \1 I OHJH:--:(1 \\!Til f'AI\1 \'IJ OP~A\'1:-..lS'l Hl\lllih 

b . • • 

PART VIU THE ANALYSIS 

·'Frbm analysis of the inVeStigation cl iscuseorl nbovo 1 tho f ollowing 
!imil!I;S or ns3UI11Ptions bavo bean r eoohed . 

' 1. No cause tact factors have been um:(\ver od •• 

2. In-fllght. 

a . N<>vy 39908 may havo had radio d1.!.ficuUies. 

b . Sea coooitions 1.n Monterey B:lY· on 18 September 19)6 would have 
Mr1o an SNB water l.aY¥h.ng hazardous, 

3. Prst-fllght . 
? 

a., Items sighter by the Coast Gua.N pilots· at approxi!Mt~ly l4JCYI', 
18 Saptembcr, wero probably debris !r011 tho crasb of 399?8· ~ 

b . The shottored condition and considerable mmber of s 1 balsa-
wood piecos rocoV'erod indicate.s the likelihood of an uncontr ed crash 
rather than a contr~llco water lanct1ng. 

c, Rocovory of all cabin seat-cushions il'Xlicates that the observer 's 
seat· bolt must have been released, b.J.t. nc determination of when it wae 
released can be made~ 

4. Fbm.rtn f:>otors . 

a . LT MJRRAY 'Was probably requiring LT. SRDIER to fly basic instl'll-' 
ment a1r work prl.or t o the accident. ' ·. 

b. On the basis of personal knowledge- of LT M.lRRAY's tught. hobite 
anrl personality traits, it is feU that he wou.l.d nct hesitate to report 
a reco¢zed om&rgoncy if time and circumstances hncl permitte? . 

13 
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PART 'IX C<M'!ENl'S AND IUX;Q-IMENDATIOHS 

l , Illia t o th& lack of \litnossas , no Mayday nport, and tho mcagor 
(llllouut cf dobl"is recoverod no s Rtisf'lctory reconstruction of the 
avonts or cause f actors can bo ostablishod, Tho tl'O llO!It like~ 
possibilities considerorl by tho Aircraft Accident. Eoord are an 
t~ttempto<l wator landing or/am a railnro t.o roc!'Ver from llll urusual. 
nt..titu~o on tho 1nstru1110nt chock. 

2 . In this tnstanco it is felt that tho tower personnel oxercieed 
1mpr0por latitude in railinf, t o adviee ~noir oporationnl cuthori~ioe 
up<>n receipt of tho Const Guard report (see PARr Vli para 3 a . ) 
'tlhon an aircrl'.tt rlid appear t o 'bo overduo that foiled t o noti.t'y thO 
_Operations D.lty Officer . 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1. The board ct~nnot 1118ke a constructive recomme!Xlation in rega~s 
t o the prevention of t an accirent of thi8 ~taro. 

2. The tower personnel shruld have a thor oo.gh reimoctrination in 
their responsibilities . 
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